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Once Upon a Time... 

 
 

THEMES:   Mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology, literature,  

   popular  culture, families 

 

EXHIBIT SIZE:   650m2  full size. Reduced 450m2 version without “forest area”

   available. 

 

CEILING HEIGHT:  4.1m required in the “forest area”, 3.5m elsewhere 

 

DURATION:   Typically 3 months minimum 

 

TARGET AUDIENCE:  6 year-olds and above, families, schools 

 

INSURANCE:   Insurance to cover loss, theft, damage or destruction of the 

   Exhibition for  €1,500,000 

 

TRANSPORT/ SHIPPING:   Hosting venue pays return shipping to/from Portugal. The exhibition 

   travels on 3 trailers 13.5 m long, or in 4 x ocean containers. 

 

INSTALL / DISMANTLE:  3 technicians will be provided  from Ciência Viva to assist in the set-

   up and take- down . Host venue to cover costs for 3 return flights 

   from  Portugal, plus hotel, local transport & per diems for 3 

   supervisors for 15 days (installation) and 10 days (dismantle) . We 

   also ask your venue to supply labour to assist  supervisors.  

 

EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS:  Teacher ´s guide, student´s guide, hand-on activities 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

Science is everywhere. But, can it be found in the fantastic imagery of fairy tales? In haunted castles, in the labyrinthine 

forest, in Hansel and Gretel’s chocolate house, in the magic mirror of the Wicked Witch or in a beanstalk that grows 

endlessly until it touches the nose of a giant? 

  

“ONCE UPON A TIME... science for story lovers” is an interactive exhibition of science and technology which exploits 

phenomena and concepts of natural sciences such as Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics, Geology and Biology, as well as 

social sciences and other fields of expertise. The exhibition environment is absolutely magical, like in the stories, in the 

Castle and in the Enchanted Forest which serve as scenery. It is a lively, colourful, positive and irreverent exhibition that 

will appeal to both children and adults. 

  

The exhibition was created by the Pavilion of Knowledge – Ciência Viva in Lisbon, in collaboration with national scientific 

institutions . It focuses on ten stories, true classics of children’s literature recognised worldwide and challenges visitors  with 

37 interactive experiences. 

  

“ONCE UPON A TIME... science for story lovers” was created for all those who have read, heard, or dreamt of fairy tales. 

Nobody is left out:; children, adults, everyone can come, explore and discover. This exhibition is also accessible to people 

with special needs. 

 



OTHER REQUIREMENTS: Museum must provide HVAC system and standard electrical supply 

 

LANGUAGES:  English, Portuguese and Spanish currently available. Can be translated into any new 

  language.  

  Suitable for visually and mobility impaired visitors.  

 

CREATED BY:  Pavilion of Knowledge with the scientific collaboration of the National Laboratory of 

  Civil Engineering, the Telecommunications Institute (IST) the Institute for Robotic 

  Systems (IST), the Research Centre for Biodiversity and Genetic Resources 

  (University of Porto), Porto Interactive Centre (UP) and the National Institute for 

  Agrarian and Veterinary Research. 

 

SPONSORED BY: The venue may source any kind of sponsor they wish for this exhibition. 

 

 


